" We have seen that about fifty individuals concurred in promoting the establishment of the Society ; and it now appears from our last published list of members, that?corresponding ones included?our present numbers reach to more than three times that. " To many of the distinguished founders of the Society, it were easy as well as agreeable, were it at all necessary, to pay a deserved tribute of respect. But in this place our Duncans and Thomsons, our Russels and Barclays, our Bryces, Abercrombies, Kellys and Turners, require no eulogium. These are names not unknown to fame, as men who laboured much and long in the prosecution of science, and exhibited not a few of those excellencies and graces which adorn our common nature. " But they are gone; and their places are now occupied by those I have the honour of addressing. Gentlemen, I repeat, that at the formation of the Society we had amongst us distinguished names. But I hesitate not to add, that after the lapse of a quarter of a century, there are still left amongst us, as there have been added to our numbers, many who are closely following the footsteps of their illustrious predecessors ; and some?nay, many of whom, I trust, will far outstrip them in the career of honour and renown. Most cordially, as sincerely, do I congratulate you, that you have amongst you, and, as it regards the wide range of medical pursuit, whether it respect anatomy, healthy or morbid, or the fascinating study of physiology, or chemistry and materia medica, or therapeutics, or physic, or surgery, or obstetricy, names which are not only an honour to you, but to your science. Many of these men, I rejoice to say, are young ; and others are not old, but in their prime ; and, surely, we may safely predicate, that if these individuals will continue as they have begun, and steadily persevere in their bright career, they will shed a lustre upon our city as upon our Society, and extend their fame not only throughout their native land, but to the remotest parts of the habitable globe.
" Such, then, being the case as it regards the number and the character of those forming our Association, are we anticipating too much, when we cherish the hope that the Society will proceed in its onward course of usefulness with an accelerated and a firmer step ? The objects of the Society are the same now as they were at the commencement, and the means of promoting these objects are, as ever, alike simple and efficient."
The President then entered into a very comprehensive sketch of the present state of medicine?he discussed at some length the claims of homoeopathy, and pointed out its fallacies and absurdities. He alluded to hydropathy and mesmerism?commented severely on several passages extracted from the British and Foreign Review, and touched upon many points which ought seriously to engage the attention of the profession, such as the sanatory condition of our large towns, statistics of health and disease, the new poor-law bill, the quarantine laws, &c. &C.1 1 It is with extreme regret that we have found ourselves unable to print the whole of this excellent address. Its length forbade, for it would have occupied one-fourth of a number, even though printed in our small type. ter, not much elevated above the surrounding tissues, and rather soft upon pressure, was very painful now and then, especially when she walked much. It gradually increased in size from this time up to the present.
The tumour was examined in the out-patients' room?it was rather larger than a common sized egg?very firm?pulsating strongly, with a loud bruit heard with the stethoscope. She was taken into the Infirmary, and in a few days, was brought before a consultation of the surgeons, when it was thought best to try the effect of pressure upon the artery supplying the tumour. A fortnight having transpired, and the tumour rapidly growing larger, extending laterally forwards from behind, filling up the whole of the popliteal space, and making the knee look almost double its width,?an instrument with screw, &c., was adapted to the thigh, and pressure applied to the femoral artery at the junction of the upper and middle course, and this continued for the length of an hour; at the end of this period it was removed to the artery, just as it issues from beneath Poupart's ligament, and continued here for the same space of time, after which it was removed to its original situation, thus alternating the seat of pressure.
This was continued for a fortnight with scarcely any interruption, and without any difference with regard to the tumour. She complained of excessive pain from the pressure, and now and then she lessened the amount of it unknown to her surgeon. At the end of the fortnight, she refused to have the pressure continued any longer, consequently the instruments were removed.
From of the benefits which may be derived from an exact diagnosis 1 Dr Bennett believed that we were only on the threshold of the inquiry, and that the most important discoveries would yet be made in the pathology and diagnosis of cancerous growths, the influence of which upon surgical practice could not be calculated on.
In conclusion, Dr Bennett observed, that he had carefully avoided theory. He had said nothing of the supposed mode of growth of the cancer cells, whether the disease be dependent on a peculiar condition of the blood, induced by any particular regimen, climate, constitution, or other causes. He had confined himself entirly to facts, and endeavoured to show that cancer possesses a distinctive structure ; that it may occasionally undergo a calcareous, and probably a fibrous transformation ; that a knowledge of its structure is of diagnostic value ; and that this has already been serviceable to the healing art, and bids fair to be still more so in the treatment of this class of fatal diseases.
Professor Syme observed, that it was Mr Lawrence who first pointed out that fungus of the testicle was not a malignant disease. That surgeon, however, extirpated the organ, whereas, the operation he had introduced enabled him to preserve it. With respect to the tumour lately removed from the neck, he had at first considered it purely fibrous, but as the operation proceeded, he was induced from its connections and general appearance to believe it malignant. He should feel much surprise if it did not return. As regards the question concerning the cure of cancer, he had always thought that its chief characteristic was incurability. He should like to know Dr Bennett's views as to the possible degeneration of fibrous or fatty tumours into cancer.
Dr Taylor inquired how it was possible to examine microscopically a tumour in the living subject, when no section could be procured. 
